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TO: Heads of Civilian agencies, other than NASA 

# 

SUBJECT: Dollar threshold for purchases under the Trade Agreements Act 
of 1979 


Executive Order 12260, as amended, authorizes the U.S. Trade Representative 
(TR).to determine the amount in U.S. dollars that constitutes the threshold 
for Applicability of the Trade Agreement to Government contracts. The 
following PAR citations refer to this threshold: 25.402(a), 25.402(c) 
25.403(a), 25.405, 25.405(e), and 52.225-9(b). * 


The TR has determined that, effective January 1, 1985, the Trade Agree- 
ments Act threshold Is revised from $161,000 to $156,000 (49 PR 44939 
November 13, 1984, copy enclosed). * 


Pending publication and distribution of revised PAR coverage to Implement 
the TR’s determination, agencies should comply with the TR*s determination 
as described above. The extent of further distribution of this letter 
Is within the Individual discretion of each addressee. 






LAWRENCE J. RIZZI 
Acting Chairman 

Civilian Agency Acquisition Council 


Enclosure 
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OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES 
traoe representative - 

Agreement on Govammont 
Pjooiramant Vatoa ofSpactel Drawing 

- RlOnts 

Under the authority delegated to the 
United States Trade Representative by 
Section 1-104 of Executive Order 122 80 , 

I hereby determine that, effective on 
January 1. 1985. the dollar equivalent of 
IXMOQ Special Drawing Right units 
referred to in the Agreement on 
Government Procurement is $158,000. 

The Trade Representative may modify 

— this determination as appropriate. 

WQfiasa E. Brock m. 

United Stores Troth Representative. 
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TradePoBcy Staff Committee; Public ■ 

Hearings on the Poeatita 

EstaMtehment of Sectoral Fraa Trada 
Arrangements With Canada 

summary: This publication give, notice 
tha t tha Trada Policy Staff Committee 
will conduct public hearings on 
consideration of tha possible 
establishment of sectoral free trada 
arrangements with Canada. 

1. Public Heerings 

The Chairman of tha Trada Policy 
Staff Committee invites public * * 
comments on consideration of the 
possible establishment of sectoral free 
trade arrangements with Canada. Such'" 
comments will be considered by the 
Executive Branch in d adding whether it 
is in the interest of tha United States to 
enter into sectoral free trade 
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r - notice. In addition. comments on otber 
potential sectors art welcomed. 

■ interested parties are invited to submit 
testi m o n y or written comments on this 
matter. 

X Requests To Participate in Mm Public 
Hearing 

Hearings will be held on January 18, 

. 198S. beginning at 1000 ami. in the CSA 

Auditorium. 18th and F Streets. NW„ 
Washington. D.C. and will continue on 
January 17. if required. Parties wishing 
to testify orally at the hearings must 
provide written notification of their 
intention by noon. January X 1983 to 
Carolyn Frank. TPSC Secretary (Office 
of the United States Trade 
Representative, Room SOX 800 
Seventeenth Street. NW_ Washington. 
D.C 20508) giving; 

(1) Their names, addresses and 
telephone numbers; 

(2) The sector (including TSUS numbers) 
to be addreswd; and 

(3) A brief summary of their 
presentation. . 

Those parties presenting oral 
testimony must submit a complete 
written brief, in 20 copies, by noon. 
January 11. 1985. 

Remarks at the hearings should be 
limited to no more than - fifteen minutes 
-£«ilow for possible questions from tha 
Oiainnan and" the interagency panel 
. Participants should provide twenty 
Qrped copies of their oral presentation at 
M w tim e of the bearings. 

_ Persons not wishing to participate at 
the hearings may submit s written 
statement, in twenty copies, by January 
31. 1985 to tha TPSC Secretary at the 
-address noted above. 

’ Parties are referred to Section 2003 of 
Title 15 of the Code of Federal 
Regulations for the Committee's rules 

concerning oral testimony, the 

submission of written briefs, the 
treatment of business confidential ‘ 
informati on an d other procedures 
related to TPSC hearings. 

X Background 

ta February 1984 the United States - 
and Canada began discussions on the 


P»*>«blt economic uormi qs provtau) 
**fy free treatment for imports from 
Cunada on Industries In the United **;. 
States pro d u cin g iflea or (flrectfy ; -, 
competitive articles and on cooaimners. 
The sectors upon which advice has beet 
•ought are: Articles to be used for 

agricultural or horticultural purposes; 
pesticides; Informatics; steel; furniture; 
wood and wood products; paper and 
paper products; cosmetics; 
petrochemicals and alcoholic beverages 
A list of the specific items of the TSUS 
- which these sectors comprise is 
appended to this notice. 

4. Comments 

Comments ate particularly invited on; 

(a) Proposed and potential sectors to 
be included inlfA-Cenada sectoral free 
Made arrangements; 

(b) Ceneral observations regarding 
proposed UA-Canada sectoral free 
trade arrangements;. •*> ' 

(cj Experiences in trading with 

Canada; . 

(d) Particular bimafita or 
disadvantages to the establishment of 
sectoral free trade arrangements with 
Canada. 

X Additional Information 

Any questions with regard to the 
establishment of UA-Canada sectoral 
free trade arrangements should be 
directed to William Markin. Deputy • 

Assistant UA Trade Representative^ - 
Office of the United States Trade 
Representative. Room 307, 800 17th 
Street, NW„ Washington. D.C 20S08; 
telephone (202) 395-5190. 

Frederick L Montgomery. 

Chairman. Trada Policy Staff Committaa. 

■Appendix to the Federal Register 
Notice Announcing Public Hearings on 
the Possible Establishment of Sectoral . 
Free Trade Arrangements with Canada. 
The following items from the Tariff ‘ * 

Schedules of the United States are 

included in the sectors under 
consideration In the possible 
establishment of sectoral free trade area 
arrangements with Canada: 
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